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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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THE SAVIOUR’S TOUCH 


By’ Rev. H. A. Ironside, D.D., Litt.D. 


Pastor, Moody Memorial 


Church, Chicago, Illinois 


There are six beautiful word- 
pictures, all emphasizing in dif- 
ferent ways the effect of the touch 
of the hand of the Lord Jesus, 
that I desire to dwell upon. 

The first one is found in the 
Gospel of Luke, chapter 7, read- 
ing from verse 11 through verse 
15: 

“And it came to pass the day 
after, that he went into a city 
called Nain; and many of his dis- 
ciples went with him, and much 
people. Now when he came nigh 
te the gate of the city, behold, 
there was a dead man carried out, 
the only son of his mother, and 


Dr. H. A. Ironside 


she was a widow: and much peo- 
ple of the city was with her. And 
when the Lord saw her, he had 
compassion on her, and said unto 
her, Weep not. And he came and 
touched the bier: and they that 
bare him stood still. And he said, 
Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. 
And he that was dead sat up, and 
began to speak. And he delivered 
him to his mother.” 

The Life-Giving Touch of 

_ Jesus 

The life-giving touch of Jesus! 
This young man, literally dead, 
pictures untold thousands of 
young men and young women 
throughout this and other lands 
today who are just as truly dead 
toward God and dead to all things 
spiritual as he was dead physi- 
cally to the things of this world. 
But our Lord Jesus Christ who 
brought life to the dead when He 
was here on earth, who touched 
that bier and then spoke the word 
of life that restored that young 
man to his mother, is still work- 
ing in the same wonderful way. 
You remember He has said, “The 
hour is coming, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God: and they that 
hear shall live.” We Christians 
were once dead in trespasses and 
in sins, but Jesus came and put 
forth His hand and touched us in 
our dead condition. He spoke the 
word of life, and that word we 

(Continued on page 7) 


How God Deals With The 


Wickedness of Cities 


By Rev. Sam Morris, D.D. 


(Of the Voice of Temperance Broadcast) 


Box 2478, San Antonio, Texas 


(Sermon preached Sunday morning, March 25, 1945, at Evansville 


Rescue Mission. 
Lord.) 


“Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry 
against it; for their wickedness is come up before-me.”— 


Jonah 1:1-2. 


You remember that Jonah ran | 


away from that call, was over- 
taken by a storm, was cast into 
the sea and swallowed by a great 
fish which God had prepared. In- 
side this fish Jonah held a prayer 
meeting. Jonah was like most of 
us. When the sun is shining and 
the flowers are blooming and the 
birds are singing and the bees are 
humming, we do not worry much 
about God. But when our loved 
ones are on the operating table 
and we do not know whether they 
will come out; when a fire comes 
and burns down the house; when 
we do not have a job; when the 
baby is not expected to live; when 
the doctor shakes his head and 
says, “No chance. We can’t hold 
out much hope. There isn’t any 
chance for him to overcome this 
affliction” — then folks, we get 
down on our prayer bones. We 
don’t say our good night nursery 
rhyme that we were taught in in- 
fancy, 


“Now I lay me down to sleep, 


Stenographically reported for The Sword of the 


I pray the Lord my soul to 

keep.” 

No, we start calling on God. We 
want some help then. That was 
the way of Jonah shut up inside 
that fish. He prayed; he repented 
—“I will look again toward thy 
holy temple.” Then God caused 
the fish to vomit him out. 

Then in the third chapter we 
read, 

“And the word of the Lord came 
unto Jonah the second time, say- 
ing, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that 
great city, and preach unto it the 
preaching that I bid thee.”— 
Jonah 3:1-2. 

Very often a minister will say 
to me, “Brother Morris, I take the/ and he cried, and said, Yet forty 
same stand that you take on the days, and Nineveh shall be over- 
liquor question. I would preach! thrown: (Now listen to this:) So 
against it, but my Board of Elders| the people of Nineveh believed 
or Board of Deacons would not; God, and proclaimed a fast, and 
stand for it”’—just preaching for | put on sackcloth, from the great- 
men, just preaching what men est of them even to the least of 
want to hear. But God called us| them. For word came unto the 
to preach what He wants, and bids| king of Ninevah, and he arose 


Dr. Sam Morris 


How A Devil Possessed Hiitinoteller 
Got Two Preachers in Jail, and What 


Came of It 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 


(Sermon preached October 22, 1945, Spokane, Washington, in union revival. 


for The Sword of the Lord.) 


Mechanically recorded 


Here is a wonderful story in Acts, chapter 16, beginning 
with verse 16. I want you to be very prayerful now and get 


a blessing. 


“And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel pos- 


sessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters 
much gain by soothsaying: The same followed Paul and us, and cried, 
These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us 
the way of salvation. And this did she many days. But Paul, being 
grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour. And 
when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they 
caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the market-place unto the 
rulers, And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, be- 
ing Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, And teach customs, which 
are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans. 
And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates 
rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them. And when they 
had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging 
the jailor to keep them safely: Who, having received such a charge, 
thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the 
stocks. And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto 
God: and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and 
immediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were 
loosed. And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and 
seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have 
killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. But Paul 
cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all 
here. Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, 
and fell down before Paul and Silas, And brought them out, and said, 
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And they spake 
unte him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And 
he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and 
was ep erg he and all his, straightway. And when he had brought 
them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing 


in God with all his house. And 
when it was day, the magistrates 
sent the serjeants, says, Let those 
men go. And the keeper of the 
prison told this saying to Paul, 
The magistrates have sent to let 
you go; now therefore depart, and 
go in peace.”—Acts 16: 16-36. 

Then the Scripture tells us Paul 
said, ‘No, sir! You’ve got to come 
and take us out of jail publicly. 
You beat us openly, uncondemned, 
being Romans; now you come 
yourself and fetch us out!’ The 
judges came out and said, ‘Please 
don’t make any to-do about it. We 
are glad to let you out of jail. 
Please leave town.’ 

That is a wonderful story, isn’t 
it? 

I want to bring to your atten- 
tion several great points that God 
makes in this Scripture. 


Fortunetellers Are of the 
Devil 


First of all, consider the for- 
tuneteller. This girl was possessed 
of the devil. She was a slave girl, 
owned perhaps by two men. This 
little corporation was formed to 
exploit the ability of this devil 
possessed slave girl to, tell for- 
tunes. As Paul and Silas went 
out day by day, the girl followed 
them around. All the demons 

(Continued on Page 3.) 


us to preach not what the Board | from his throne, and he laid his 
wants, not what the elders or the| robe from him, and covered him 
deacons or the stewards or the! with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 
Sunday School superintendent or! And he caused it to be proclaimed 
anybody else to the contrary|and published through Nineveh 
wants. “Preach unto it the preach-| by the decree of the king and his 
ing that I bid thee.” God had a/| nobles, saying, Let neither man 
special message He wanted Nine-| nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any 
veh to hear. thing: let them not feed, nor drink 

“So Jonah arose, and went unto! water. But let man and beast be 
Nineveh, according to the word of| covered with sackcloth, and cry 
the Lord. Now Nineveh was an/| mightity unto God: yea, let them 
exceedng great city of three days’! turn every one from his evil way, 
journey. And Jonah began to en-| and from the violence that is in 
ter into the city a day’s journey,| their hands. Who can tell if God 
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By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, Associate Editor 
Dr. John MacArthur Reports Blessed Campaigns 


Evangelist John MacArthur of ;naval lieutenant led the way, 
Glendale, California, writes: “On| coming all the way from the bal- 
December second we concluded a|cony of that great auditorium, 


series of three citywide meetings|and 66 others followed him to 
which began October 14th. -The | Christ. ; 
first was in Portland, Ore., with “In Salem, under the preaching 


of the Word of God and with the 
faithful prayers of the saints, God 
gave us much precious fruit. 
Real Victory in Dallas, 
Oregon 
“In Dallas, Ore., we received 


some 30 churches and organiza- 
tions cooperating. The second was 
in Salem, Ore., with some 15 
churches cooperating, and _ the 
third was in Dallas, Ore., with 
approximately nine churches co- 
operating. There was abundant] from the hand of the Lord a real 
evidence in all of these meetings; Holy Spirit, Heaven-sent revival. 
of the blessings of God in that) The secret, undoubtedly, of this 
hundreds of souls were led to Our| marvelous manifestation of the 
matchless Saviour and hundreds| power of God was a prevailing 
of others who had lost their first spirit of prayer that began months 
love were restored to full fellow-| before the campaign. A fine group 
ship in Christ. In Portland we]/of Christ-loving, Bible-believing 
saw 67 souls born into the family | pastors banded themselves togeth- 
of God in one single service, and|er to pray for revival. 

scores of others came for dedica-| “The meeting was held in the 
titon and restoration. A two-stripe Continued on page 4 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 1, 1946 


—— | 


will turn and repent, and turn 
away from his fierce anger, that 
we perish not? And God saw their 
works, that they turned from their 
evil way; and God repented of the 
evil, that he had said that he 
would do unto them; and he did 
it not.”—Jonah 3:3-10. 


God Takes Cognizance of 
Wickedness of Cities 

I have read what I want you to 
hear from the book of Jonah. 
There are three or four simple 
thoughts based on this passage 
that I want to press on your heart 
this morning. The first thing to 
which I call your attention is that 
God takes cognizance of the wick- 
edness of cities and nations. When 
the Chamber of Commerce sends 
publicity abroad, they tell of the 
beauties of their city and the fine 
points about it. But they never 
mention the wicked places of the 
city. When the Civic Club wants 
visitors and new business, it does 
not mention the wicked life in the 
city. And when you and I as citi- 
zens of a city go to another state 
or to another city and talk about 
our own town, we tell about the 
advantages and brag about the 
good points of the city. We never 
talk about the wickedness in the 
city. But you know, God takes 
cognizance of the’ wickedness of 
nations and cities. 

If you will read your Bible you 
will find that before the flood 
there is written in Genesis 6:5, 
“And God saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the earth, 


and that every imagination of the | 


thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually.” God took cog- 
nizance of the wickedness of the 
people who lived before the flood. 
In Genesis we find the account of 
two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, 
two great cities, beautiful cities, 
prominent cities. But God looked 
down upon these two cities, and 
He said concerning their wicked- 
ness, “. . . the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and ... their 
sin is very grievous.” 

If you will study again the his- 
tory of the children of Israel, 
God’s chosen people, in the special 


promised land, you will find that | 


their wickedness came up before 
God and He sent prophet after 
prophet to rebuke them of their 
wickedness. Yes, God takes cog- 
nizance of the wickedness of cities 
and nations. And here He says to 
Jonah, “Their wickedness is come 
up before me.” 


God Sends Preachers to Call 
to Repentance 
Now what does God do when 


- He finds a nation or a city to be 


wicked? Well, my friends, He 
calls upon preachers to rebuke 
their wickedness. He had Noah 
as a preacher of righteousness for 
120 years. He sent two angels 
down to Sodom and Gomorrah to 
preach against them before He 
destroyed the cities. He sent 
prophets to preach against Israel’s 
sin. And Jesus came and up- 
braided “cities wherein most of 
his mighty works were done, be- 


cause they repented not” (Matt. 
11:20). 
God sent Jonah to preach 


against Ninevah. He didn’t say, 
“Jonah, go over there and make 
good will speeches. Go over there 
and make some after-dinner talks 
to the Civic groups or to the 
Chamber of Commerce.” He did 
not tell Jonah to brag on their 
mice paved streets and highways 
into their industrial city. He did 
not send him to say, “Nineveh is 
the center of interest all over the 
country.” He did not say, “Brag 
over the city; tell them how good 
it is.” But He did say, “You go 
over there and proclaim against 
its wickedness. Talk against the 
sins in the city of Nineveh.” 
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Writing to young Timothy as 
Paul was getting ready to die, he 
said, “Preach the word; be in- 
stant in season, out of season; re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. For 
the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but 
after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, hay- 
ing itching ears” (II Tim. 4:2-3). 
God uses preachers to rebuke sin. 

When Saul failed togdestroy the 
Amalekites, God laid His hand on 
the prophet Samuel and said, ‘Go 
over there and rebuke King Saul,’ 
and Samuel went. 


When David committed adult- 
ery, it was very grievous in God’s 
sight, so God sent Nathan to speak 
against David and to rebuke him 
for this sin. 


Elijah was holding forth in the 
nation of Israel. When Ahab 
came and sold himself to do evil 
continually and reigned in great 
triumph with Jezebel and had the 
whole nation turned from God, 
Elijah went before Ahab and 
called him back and called the 
nation back from its sins. 


A Jewish group down in Pales- 
tine heralded a wicked king liv- 
ing in adultery with his brother’s 
wife when on the throne. John 
the Baptist was called before him. 
Instead of soft-peddling when he 
saw them dancing, John the Bap- 
tist. condemned this old wicked 
king, his adulterous life and their 
sin. 


The Lord Jesus Christ rebuked 


sins. I get very much amused 
sometimes, and fretted also, when 
I hear some preachers preach 
about the Lord. They talk about 
Jesus like He was some anemic, 
pale-faced, spineless, timid, sick 
soul who went around weeping 
and crying all the time, holding 
out His hands and talking about 
love and mercy. 


People write me letters from all 
over the United States, from the 
South Seas and from the western 
world. I get some very interest- 
ing ones. Sometimes they say, 
| “Oh, but you are to love and woo 
people; you are to win them with 
| I believe in be- 
'ing gentle and tender and not so 
| harsh with sin.” 

Well, good neighbor, let us look 
into the ministry of the Lord 
Jesus. Let us see if He was al- 
ways gentle, always wooing, al- 
ways tender, always talking of 
mercy and love. One of the hot- 
test chapters in the Bible is the 
twenty-third chapter of the book 
of Matthew where Jesus is rebuk- 
ing the whole city of Jerusalem 
and its religious leaders for their 
sins. We will read the high spots 
—there are not many low spots 
there! We will begin with the 
thirteenth verse: 

“But woe unto you, scribes and 
| Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut 
up the kingdom of heaven against 
men: for ye neither go in your- 
selves} neither suffer ye them that 
are entering to go in. Woe unto 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye devour widows’ 
houses, and for a pretence make 
long prayer: therefore ye shall 
receive the greater damnation. 
Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye compass 
sea and land to make one prose- 
lyte, and when he is made, ye 
make him twofold more the child 
of hell than yourselves. Woe un- 
to you, ye blind guides, which 
say, Whosoever shall swear by 
the temple, it is nothing; but who- 
soever shall swear by the gold of 
the temple, he is a debtor! Ye 
fools and blind: for whether is 
greater, the gold, or the temple 
that sanctifieth the gold? And, 
Whosoever shall swear by the 
altar, it is nothing; but whoso- 
ever sweareth by the gift that is 
upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools and 
blind: for whether is greater, the 
gift, or the altar that sanctifieth 
the gift?” 

Now we begin reading with 
verse 23, ! 

“Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay 
tithe of mint and anise and cum- 
min, and have omitted the weight- 
ier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith: these ought ye 
to have done, and not to leave the 


| love and mercy. 


gf 


the city of Jerusalem for all its) 


other undone. Ye b guides, 
which strain at a gna swal- 
low a camel.” : 

I am quoting the Lord. Talk 
about a red-hot sermon, talk about 
“laying on McDuff” talk about get- 
ting rough, talk about skinning— 
brother, you cannot find stronger 
language than this! Yes, it is 
good to woo people to Christ; it is 
good to talk of mercy and of good- 
ness and of gentleness; it is good 
to cause people to cry over their 
sins; but there comes a time when 
God wants His ministers to bear 
the rod, when He wants His min- 
isters to unsheathe the gospel 
Sword—“For the word of God is 
quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any twoedged sword .. .” 
Jesus went back and forth, cutting 
and slashing and laying open 
men’s hearts with strong rebuke 
for their sins, setting an example. 


Let us go on with Jesus’ red- 
hot sermon from Matthew chap- 
ter 23. 

“Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make 
clean the outside of the cup and 
of the platter, but within they are 
full of extortion and excess. Thou 
blind Pharisee, cleanse first that 
which is within the cup and plat- 
ter, that the outside of them may 
be clean also. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye are like unto whited sepul- 
chres, which indeed appear beau- 
tiful outward, but are within full 
of dead men’s bones, and of all 
uncleanness.” 

Go out into a cemetery. Every- 
thing looks pretty. The flowers 
are blooming beautifully on the 


ing a wild time, the wildest time 
America has ever had. Six or 
seven billion dollars were spent, 
ninety million gallons of wine 
were drunk, 165 million gallons of 
distilled spirits, 80 million barrels 
of beer—not quarts, not pints, but 
barrels. Oh, yes, we had a wild 
time in America, the wildest in 
the history of the nation, from the 
standpoint of reveling and indul- 
gence. We gave $6.00 each on 
the average to carry on the work 
of the Lord while we spent $54.00 
each for booze, $60.00 for gam- 
bling, $115.00 each for crime and 
other things of that nature. 
Neighbors, you know for years 
this country was too busy to love 
God, too busy to serve God. We 
would not afford to pay tithes and 
to send missionaries out on the 
mission fields of the world. We 
could not afford to send our boys 
and our girls to lift up the high 
and holy standard. We cannot 
pay our tithes now, we think, but 
we are paying it in higher taxes 
to build machine guns, airplanes, 
bombs, etc., to carry on this war. 
We had no time for Christ. We 
cannot stand to see our boys and 
girls go as missionaries to foreign 
lands to carry the message of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; but now we 
are sending them out in a mighty 
avalanche, and multiplied thou- 
sands we will never see again who 
will never return to us. Neigh- 
bors, God is a good collector. 
Don’t you doubt that. Whatever 
man sows, that he is going to reap. 
For years when the Japs went 
into China and were murdering 
helpless, innocent Chinese, while 


graves. There is something suit- 


tombstone. You know, 
ever talks about people in the 
graveyard. If you are afraid of 
people talking about you, die and 
go on to the graveyard! They 
will not say anything mean about 
you when you get there. One 
note on aie tombstone reads, 
“RESTING IN PEACE,” when the 
truth of the matter is that the 
“old boy” is shoveling coal in the 
lower country! “He was such a 
good man,” they declare at his 
death; but when he was alive, he 
broke the marriage vow, he ig- 
nored his family, and he lived like 
the devil. Now Jesus said, ‘You 


no one 


graveyard; all white and beauti- 
ful flowers, all garnished outside, 
but inside the grave is putrid 
flesh, stinking bones, rottenness, 
filth and decay.’ Say brother, that 
is really going after it! Now read 
on. 

“Even so ye also outwardly ap- 
pear righteous -unto men, but 
within ye are full of hypocrisy 
and iniquity. Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 


chres of the righteous, And say, If 
we had been in the days of our 
fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood 
of the propkets. (Oh, no. If we 
had lived in that day we would 
not have killed the prophets as 
they did!) Wherefore ye be wit- 
nesses unto yourselves, that ye are 
the children of them which killed 
the prophets. Fill ye up then the 
measure of your fathers.” 

Now listen to the climax: 

“Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?” 

Jesus called them a bunch of 
snakes. And I believe of all 
things America needs across the 
land today is for men in the pul- 
pit, men on the radio proclaiming 
God’s holy Word, to lift a rebuk- 
ing voice against sin which is 
abroad in the land. 

While thousands of men died on 
bloody battlefields last year, never 
to come back home—the back- 
bone, the cream, the strong, 
healthy, fine boys drafted in the 
army—last year while these boys 
died, here in America hundreds 
and thousands of boys were hav- 
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able in the little epitaph on every | 
'we stuck out our tongues, walled 


are as a tombstone out here in the’ 


this terrible thing was happening 
and many lay dying in Shanghai, 


our eyes and said “How much 
more scrap iron did you say you 
wanted?” As they murdered more 
Chinese we went on, rolled our 
eyes, and under our breath said, 
“How many more gallons of high 
octane gasoline do you want to 
buy?” 

Neighbors, we are getting our 
scrap iron and our high octane 
back. On the Mexican border 
where I broadcast, I have seen, 
not carloads, but literally train 
loads, of freight cars loaded with 
scrap iron going out of the United 
States into Mexico to be shipped 
into the gulf of Japan. Now we 
are getting it back. Brother lis- 
ten: This is no time for America 
to be on a wild spree. This is no 
time for us to be carrying on after 
the fashion we are carrying on. 
We ought to be on our faces in 
prayer and on our knees before 
God, begging Him for mercy on 
us for our sins. 

When God sees the wickedness 
of men in the world, when He sees 


because ye build the tombs of the. 
prophets, and garnish the sepul- | 


the wickedness of nations, He 
calls men to lift up their voices 
and ‘preach the preaching I bid 
you. Declare against the wicked- 
‘ness of that great city.” That is 
the reason I am glad to be The 
Voice of Temperance. 

And you know, neighbors, I 
would not trade places with any- 
body in the world. I believe I 
am where God wants me, doing 
what He wants me to do in the 
way He wants it done by me. 


Judgment Follows 
Impenitence 


Now I want to call your atten- 
tion to one other thing. God 
takes cognizance of the wicked- 
ness of cities and nations and lays 
the responsibility upon preachers 
to go to preach against the, wick- 
edness in cities and nations and 
individuals. Now they can take 
one of two choices and the result 
will be according to which they 
shall take. First, a city or in- 
dividual may rebel against the 
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preaching and stiffen its neck and 
harden its heart and reject the 
preaching and go on to its doom. 
Listen to this reading of the 
Scripture from the book of Amos, 
chapter 4. At the death of Solo- 
mon the kingdom Israel was di- 
vided. The two tribes of the south 
became known as Judah and the 
ten tribes on the north were call- 
ed Israel. Amos was a southern 
preacher and went up to preach 
to the ten northern tribes. Listen 
what he says when these ten 
northern tribes rebelled against 
God, rejected God’s voice and 
prophet. Read what Amos has 
to say in the fourth chapter, 
speaking as the mouthpiece of 
God: 

“And I also have given you 
cleanness of teeth in all your 
cities, and want of bread in all 
your places: yet have ye not re- 
turned unto me, saith the Lord.” 


That is what we had back here 
ten years ago; soup. kitchens, 
W.P.A., P.W.A., XYZ, CCC., the 
depression, etc, God says, ‘I sent 
that famine upon you, and want 
of bread in all your places: yet 
you did not return unto me.’ That 
is why God sent the drought to 
wake us up. Now listen to it again. 

“ ..I have withholden the rain 
from you, when there were yet 
three months to the harvest: and 
I caused it to rain upon one city, 
and caused it not to rain upon 
another city: one piece was rain- 
ed upon, and the piece whereupon 
it rained not withered ... yet 
have ye not returned unto me, 
saith the Lord. I have smitten 
you with blasting and mildew: 
'when your gardens and your 
vineyards and your fig trees and 
your olive trees increased, the 
palmerworm devoured them: yet 
have ye not returned unto me, 
saith the Lord.” 


Three times now: “Yet have ye 
not returned unto me, saith the 
Lord.” 


Sure,’ God sends grasshoppers! 
Sure, God sends infested. boll 
weevils in the cotton! Sure, God 
sends drought upon the nation, 
such as we had last summer when 
the corn shriveled and turned 
yellow. We were too blind to be- 
lieve it, too hard-hearted to ad- 
mit it. Yes, God send droughts. 
God sends devouring insects. Lis- 
ten to the rest of the statement. 

“I have sent among you the 
pestilence after the manner of 
Egypt.” 

During the last ten or twelve 
years we have spent more money 
to fight polio, as we refer to it, 
than ever before. We raised mil- 
hhons and millions of dollars to 
fight it. We went to great ex- 
pense, but it was worse last year 
than it has ever been. Do you 
think God had anything to do 
with it? 

“I have sent among you the 
pestilence after the manner of 
Egypt: your young men have I 
slain with the sword, (That~ is 
God speaking through the prophet 
to the Northern kingdom) Your 
young men have I slain with the 
sword. . .” 

I said awhile ago we were too 
stingy to send our tithes to carry 
the message to the ends of the 
world. Now God is taking up a 
collection. I said awhile ago we 
did not want our boys and our 
girls to be preachers and mission- 
aries to carry the Word of God to 
the ends of the earth, but now 
they are soldiers carrying the 
sword instead of the gospel, dy- 


a] 


SERMONS BY JOHN L. BRAY 


The Blood of Christ 

“God Spared Not His Son” 

The Future Home of the Saved 

The Gospel of Christ 

What Does the Future Hold? 

How to Pray the Bible Way 

Some Precious Thoughts About the 

Bible 

The New Birth 

Hell, and What God Says About Bt 

The Comfort of Heaven 

. Hell—God’'s Penitentiary for Sin- 
ners 

12. “What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 

13. We Need a Revival! 

14. “I Believe 7 

15. The Challenge of the Savior 

16. “So Great Salvation” 

17. The Little Fellow Who Got Saved 

18. A Great Invitation 

19. Salvation Though Christ 

20. “Launch Out Into the Deep” 

21. Heaven 


22. The Hope of the Christian 


These 22 sermons are printed in seven 
books of 32 pages each. Send er $1.00 
for all seven books, to: Evangelist John 
L. re, toes La Rue St., So. Jackson- 
ville, rida. (Mention this 


PPP APP Pp 


at et 


« 


Friday, March 1, 1946 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ing instead of living. God says, 
“Your young men have I slain 
with the sword ... yet have ye 
not returned unto fe, saith the 
Lord.” 


I believe if America would turn 
to God instead of to the swill bar- 
rel, I beliéve if America would 
turn to God instead of being wine 
sots, instead of going wild with 
pleasure and delirious with mon- 
ey-making, the war would be 
over and our boys would soon be 
back home. That is what I am 
talking about. “Yet have ye not 
returned unto me, saith the Lord.” 


Listen to this - because I 
will do this unto thee, prepare to 
meet thy God, O Israel.” God 
Says, “I sent drouth, famine, 
flood, devouring insects, sickness; 
I took away your boys and let 
them die on battlefields, but you 
turned a deaf ear. Now I am go- 
ing to wipe you off the face of 
the earth.” Why? Because they 
rejected God. 

And in 722 B.C., God let the 
Assyrians come in and take Syria. 
Where are the ten lost tribes of 
Israel today? They are scattered 
across the world. Jesus came and 
stood in Jerusalem and delivered 
the message referred to here. He 
walked and He pled, but every- 


e 
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where He was rejected. He scour- 
ged, He burned, He rebuked 
them. When He threw open His 


arms to them, they cried, “Crucify 
Him.” So God let Titus overrun 
the city of Jerusalem’ in 70 A.D. 
From that day to this Jews have 
been scattered, hunted and hound- 
ed across the face of the earth. 
Men are against them. They have 
been persecuted as no other peo- 
ple in all the world before have 
been persecuted. 


Brother, it is a sinful thing for 
a nation, for a city, or for an in- 
dividual to turn a deaf ear to the 
preaching of God Almighty’s 
Word. It is a serious thing when 
the Word of God is brought to 
your heart, when it quickens your 
conscience, when it calls you back 
from sin and you do not heed it. 
It is your choice. You do not have 
to accept it. You who are listen- 
ing in over the radio—where were 
you last night? Your head is 
three sizes too large this morn- 
ing. You woke with a dark brown 
taste in the northeast corner of 
your mouth. Will you return? You 
don’t have to. God will not pick 
you up by the heels and throw 
you into the kingdom. God will 
not take you by the scruff of the 
neck and rush you through the 
pearly gates. God will not force 
you to repentonce. But if you do 
not repent, something terrible will 
follow. It does every time. 


Too many people 
Herod. When John the Baptist 
stood in front of Herodias and 
Herod and preached against their 
wickedness, what did Herod do? 
He got mad and killed the preach- 
er. A lot of people do that. In- 
stead of getting rid of their sins, 
they get rid of the preacher. In 
a big church some preachers will 
not preach against sin. They are 
afraid of the brethren. They are 
afraid if they rebuke wicked men, 
worldly men, they will get rid of 
the preacher instead of the sin. 
What did Herod do? He had the 
head of John the Baptist cut off. 


But Nineveh did not do that. 
The king sitting on the throne 
heard the voice of Jonah coming 
through the windows of the pal- 
ace. Jonah did not have a tent, a 
coliseum, a tabernacle, an organ- 
ized choir or a radio. He was just 
a street preacher down there on 
the street, running up and down 
or standing on a soap box declar- 
ing, ‘Forty days and Nineveh 
shall be destroyed. When the 
news came to the king (he would 
have been called the Mayor or the 
City Council now), he passed an 
ordinance that no matter what 
happened, they could not eat nor 
drink anything for three days and 
nights. Talk about a midnight cur- 
few! They closed up completely. 
The dance halls were all closed. 
The booze dives were locked. The 
picture shows didn’t do any busi- 
mess. Everybody went on their 
faces, repented of their sins, - 


are like 


How A Devil Possessed Fortuneteller 
Got Two Preachers in Jail, and 


What Came of it 


(Continued from Page 1) 


know that Jesus is the Son of God. 
This girl, possessed of devils, kept 
crying out, “These men are the 
servants of the most high God, 
which shew unto us the way of 
salvation.” This she did many 
days, when she would see Paul 
and Silas. At last, after many 
days, Paul got enough courage (he 
had wanted to all the time) to say 
to the demons in this girl, “I com- 
mand thee in the name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her.” And 
they came out the same hour. Now 
the demons are cast out, this devil 
possessed girl is sober and well, 
and she never told another for- 
tune. 


Remember that this girl was 
devil possessed. Everybody who 
really tells fortunes does it by the 
power of the devil, and God hates 
that terrible sin. You say, “Do 
you believe that anybody ever 
does foretell anything of the fu- 
ture? Do you believe that one 
sometimes has supernatural in- 
sight and is given facts that he 


would not naturally know?” I 
answer, yes, sometimes. This girl | 
In any such case remember | 
this: It is always of the devil, and | 


did. 


the devil never tells anybody any- 
thing that will help him or any- 
thing that is good. The devil al- 
ways hates you and wants you to 
be ruined. The devil will never 


tell you any of the future that) 
would do you any good. He will, 


tell you just enough to trap you 
and get you into spiritism or into 
astrology or. some other form of 
demon possession or influence. So 
you cannot count on any good 
coming from it at all. Fortune 
telling is always from the devil. 


Then in the second place, you 
can remember this. When any- 
body tells fortunes, if they do not 
do it by the power of the devil, it 
is always humbug. It is always 
hypocrisy. “Here are a bunch of 
suckers; let’s get their money. 
They don’t have much sense any- 
way,” they say. ,So they get the 
money out of any poor fool who 
does not have better sense than to 


than going on in wickedness and 
dying in their sins! 

Neighbors in radioland, down 
in your heart you know today 
whether you are right or wrong 
with God. The preacher may not 
know it; your wife may not know 
it; your neighbors may not know 
it. But down in your heart you 
know how you stand with God. 


My message today has been 
delivered as I think God wanted 
me to deliver it. How are you to- 
day in the sight of God? Are you 
right or wrong? Have you been 
running around after all the evil 
things of life? You ean answer 
that question. What are you go- 
ing to do about it? I have given 
you the message. May God’s Spirit 
use it in your heart. Will you lis- 
ten, or will you say, “He is just 
another wild-eyed, fanatical 
preacher and I do not have to pay 
any attention”? That is right. You 
don’t have to listen to what I have 
said. You don’t have to get right 
with God. But I warn you, you 
will play the fool and you will be 
a bigger sucker if you do not do it. 


Neighbors, sometimes people 
says, “Io be a Christian you have 
to-give up some friends.” But 
don’t you worry; you get right 
with God and they will give you 
up. You get right and live for God 
and you ne@d not worry about 
them. If you give your heart to 
Jesus as Saviour and confess your 
sins and live for Him, you will 
never regret making that change 
for God. 
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spend his money that way. That 
is sad, but it is true. 


It is said that a class of young 
men in a university studied all 
forms of life, particularly insect 
life. Their old professor always 
knew the name and classification 
of any insect found. These young 
men made collections of insects. 
They would get a bug, chloroform 


it, glue it on a little card, and put 
under it the Latin name. The old 
professor could always give the 
long Latin name, exactly, tell 
where the bug lived, and so on. 
These fellows said, “Let’s get one 
bug the professor cannot identify.” 
So they set out to do this. They 
got the head off one bug and the 
whiskers off another (you know, 
those feelers that go in front). 
They glued the whiskers on very 
carefully. Then they got the 
thorax, the chest part of an insect, 
from another bug and glued the 
head onto it very neatly. They 
did it under a microscope and so 
thought nobody could tell the dif- 
ference. Insects have six legs, 
you know. They got a pair of 
yellow front legs off one insect 
and put them on. They then got 
another pair of black, longer legs 
from another insect and a short 
squatty pair from another insect 
and glued them on. Then they 
glued on the abdomen from an- 
other insect. They had a queer 
looking thing. They took the 
wings off of another and put those 
on. They did it very carefully 
under the microscope. Then they 
glued it on the card, took it to the 
professor and said, “Professor, we 
have found a bug, and we do not 
know what kind it is. We cannot 
identify it, but we are satisfied 
that you can. You always know 
what kind they are. Will you tell 
us the name of this bug?” The 
professor took out his glass, looked 
at it very carefully, then replied, 
“I have seen many, many of these 
bugs. This bug, young gentle- 


'men, is a humbug.” 


And you can count on it that 
when anybody in the world sets 
out to tell your fortune, it is either 
somebody who is devil possessed 
and that the devil in him means to 
ruin you, deceive you, and, if he 
can, damn your soul; or you can 
put it down that he is a humbug, 
and some crook is after your 
money. 

I was in revival services 
Fairfield, Alabama. In that little 
town we found that there were 
about seven places where there 
were fortunetellers. Some were 
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How to Be Sure 
You Are Saved 


By the Editor 


A dear friend who recently 
trusted Christ as her Saviour 
wrote how earnestly she had con- 
fessed her sins, how she called on 
God to forgive her and then be- 
lieved that He did and was happy 
in her heart about it, and confess- 
ed Christ as her Saviour. She said 
She later lost the joy and de- 
cided that perhaps she was not 
saved. 

Hoping God will use these 
Scriptures to bless other hearts, I 
copy here my letter to the trou- 
bled lady who wrote asking for 
help in her doubts and concern. 
Dear Mrs. C—: 

I am so glad you ote to me 
again, and I feet-sure I can help 
you. 

I have had so many experiences 
in dealing with people who had 
problems like yours, people who 
have lost some of the joy of salva- 
tion and then felt perhaps they 
were never saved. In fact, there 
were three years in my own life 
that I threw away my hope of sal- 
vation and did not even consider 
that I was a child of God. But my 
trouble, like yours, was that I did 
not know the Word of God. I was 
trusting too much in feeling in- 
stead of in the plain promises that 
God had given. 

You say that you felt convicted 
of your sins; you confessed that 
you were a sinner, and that you 
needed salvation. You asked God 
to forgive you. Then you believed 
that He had forgiven you, and 
you even wrote to tell me so. 

Now, by many, many Scrip- 
tures, I can prove that you were 
really saved. First, compare your 
case with some Bible cases of 
salvation. The publican in the 
temple, as we are told in Luke 
18:13-14, simply confessed he was 
a sinner and asked for, mercy and 
went down to his house justified. 


Wasn’t that simple? Didn’t you do 
what that man did? Then take the 
case of the thief who was dying 
on the cross. He knew that he was 
a sinner. He confessed it there. 
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He believed that Jesus was really 
thé Saviour. So he simply said, 
“Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” And 
Jesus answered at once that “To- 
day shalt thou be with me in par- 
adise” (Luke 23:42-43). Didn't 
you acknowledge to God that you 
were a sinner? Didn’t you be- 
lieve that Jesus was willing te 
Save you, didn’t you ask Him to? 
Didn’t you believe that He did? 

Now consider some of the prom- 
ises of God which you have a right 
to claim, since you have met Him. 

First, you asked for salvation. 
You wanted to be saved, and again 
and again asked the dear Lord to 
forgive you and save you. The 
Lord has plainly promised, “For 
whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Rom. 10:13). If you called on the 
Lord for salvation, honestly and 
from the heart, then you are 
saved. Can’t you believe what God 
said about that? 

Second, you believed that He 
forgave you, that is, you trusted 
Him to do it. How many, many 
promises God has on this matter! 
John 1:12 says: “But as many as 
received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his 
name.” If you believed in Him, 
trd@sted Him, then He gave you 
the power to become a child of 
God, and you were born again, 
He said. 


John 3:16 says: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him, should not . 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 
If you believed in Him, then you 
shall never perish but you al- 
ready have everlasting life! 


John 5:24 says: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, 


and shall not come into con- 
demnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” 


You heard God’s Word (on the 
radio and at other times), you 
believed in the One that sent 
Jesus into the world to save sin- 
ners, and therefore the Scripture 
says that you have everlasting 
life already, that you can never 
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‘ome into condemnation but that 
you are already passed from death 
anto life! Wonderful promise! 
Don’t you see you have met God's 
condition and now you ought to 
believe that He did what He said? 

John 6:47 says: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that believeth 
on me hath everlasting life.” 
There it is again! If you trusted 
Christ He forgave you and saved 
you. 

To the Philippian jailer Paul 
and Silas said, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved” (Acts 16:31). That is 
God’s way to be saved! Did you 
believe in Christ? If you did, then 


| you should say, “Lord, I believe 


Your Word! I have salvation be- 
cause You said so!” 

Third, you claimed Christ as 
Saviour. You told me that you had 
trusted the Lord and that He had 
forgiven you. I suppose probably 
you told others. Well, listen to 
the promise God gave you on 
this. Matthew 10:32 says, “Who- 
soever therefore shall confess me 
before men, him will I confess al- 
so before my Father which is in 
heaven.” You confessed Christ as 
your Saviour. I believe it was a 
sincere and honest confession. And 
if you claim Christ, He has prom- 
ised to claim you before the Fa- 
ther. You should believe what the 


Charles W.-Campbell, New Business 
Manager Of Sword Publishers 


By the Editor 


We are glad 
to 
our many 
friends that af- 
ter much pray- 
er and plan- 
ning we have 
secured Mr. 
Charles W. 
Campbell to be 
business mfana- 


ger of the 
Sword of the 
Lord Publish- 
Ts. = a at 
means that he 
will have 


charge of the 
circulation, advertising and mail- 
ing list of The Sword of the Lord, 


will have general supervision of | 


the business end of the office, etc. 
At present Miss Lola Bradshaw 
is helping Mr. Campbell as well 
as heading her own department. 
He is rapidly learning the work 
and is helping to shoulder the 
heavy responsibilities, much of 
which were formerly carried by 
Miss Bradshaw and me. 


announce to} 


to accept our invitation to come 
to help make The Sword of the 
Lord the tremendous influence for 
revival that it ought to be in 
America and will be, by God’s 
help. 

| Mr. Campbell brings to his job 
'a tremendous energy, a devoted 
| Christian character and the finest 
possible experience in newspaper 
and Christian work. All the work- 
ers are greatly impressed with 
Mr. Campbell and happy over his 
coming. He is thoroughly at home 
'in the field of printing and adver- 
\tising and business, and with all 
‘my heart I thank God for his 
coming. He will have direction 
of more than half of our workers. 
More and more I expect to leave 
on him the’ business responsibil- 
ities of The Sword of the Lord 


and the book publishing and the 
office management. 
Miss Lola Bradshaw is head of 


_ the Book Editorial Department 
and of my own secretarial help. 


The Editorial and Business De- 
partments under Miss Bradshaw 
and Mr. Campbell will work side 


Mr. Campbell was for fourteen | by side. We have about forty-five 


years connected with the Chicago | workers, 
Daily News, has recently been ad- | about one thousand dollars, and a; 


vertising manager for the United 
Evangelical Action magazine 


a weekly pay roll of 


rapidly expanding business under 
God’s blessings. We covet the 


where he did splendid work andj prayers of all our friends for the 


Was greatly respected and loved. | work, 


and specially for Mr. 


But his heart was burdened forCampbell, for whose coming we 
evangelism, and he felt led of Goddevoutly thank God. 


A GREAT..COMMENTARY 
FOR PREACHERS 


By the Editor 


I have been delighting in the 
forty-volume set of The Bible of 
the Expositor and the Evangelist, 
by Dr. W. B. Riley. Actually, the 
set includes about 500 sermons, I 
suppose, expository and evange- 
listic, as preached by Dr. Riley in 
the First Baptist Church of Min- 
mneapolis during. his forty-odd 
years of pastorate there. He is now 
pastor emeritus and president of 
the Northwestern Seminary and 
Northwestern Bible Training 
School. 


In my judgment, these books 
will prove among the most fruit- 
ful and helpful commentaries 
that a_preacher can have. Dr. Ri- 
ley is a strong Bible teacher. Bet- 
ter yet, he is a magnificent preach- 
er. He is a statesman in the pul- 
pit. Here are combined lucid ex- 
position of Scriptures, logical and 


comprehensive outlines, often al-| 


literative, with a steadfast devo- 
tion to the inerrant Scriptures and 
a fervent evangelistic emphasis. 
Dr. Riley’s outlines really cover 
the Scripture, and his sermons are 
properly” called expository. Yet 
they are bright with illustration, 
strongly classic language, but- 
tressed with many scholarly quo- 
tations and withal simple and 
sweet with a devotion to Christ. 


Throughout there runs a bold 


| 
defense of the faith. Dr. Riley is 


e champion of Bible orthodoxy. 
The Scriptures in. these volumes 
are applied to our times, and an- 
swer our problems. Preachers who 
can refer frequently to these com- 
mentaries will not only find solid 
trustworthy interpretations of 
| these Scriptures, along with point- 
ed illustrations that help the mind 
see and set the heart to burning; 
they will also, surely be inspired 
to strong, bold, loving yet vigor- 
ous Bible preaching. 

I believe these sermons will be 
more helpful to the young preach- 
er than Spurgeon’s or McLaren’s, 
‘especially since they apply the 
| Word of God to modern problems 
| in America. 
| These forty volumes all cloth- 
| bound except volumes three, four, 
,and five, in New Testament which 
\have paper cover, range in size 
from twelve sermons in 311 pages 
to sixteen sermons in 316 pages. 
|All the cloth bound books sell for 
'$1.00 a volume, or $30.00 for the 
'set of forty volumes. 

These sets are now out of print. 
|We have only four sets. You wll 
have to hurry if you want a set 
— $30.00 a set. These may be or- 


dered from SWORD OF THE 


LORD PUBLISHERS, Wheaton, 
Ill, 


1Bible says about 


it and have 
peace. 

When you were married, your 
husband claimed you as his wife, 
and you claimed him as your hus- 
band. You belong to each other. 
Well, Christ loves you more than 
your husband does. He has in- 
vited you to come. He has prom- 
ised you salvation. He has plain- 
ly promised that if you would 
claim Him, He would claim you. 
Then the thing to do is to believe 
that Jesus has done what Ht 
promised to do, that He loves you 
and will never leave you. 


I hope you see by the above 
Scriptures that the way to be 
SURE that you are:saved, is sim- 
ply to meet God’s requirement of 
trusting Jesus, 
lieve that God 


says. If God said it, it is so. As- 


surance of salvation comes from | [ 


the World of God. 


Satan wants to take away our 
joy. If he cannot get your soul, 
then the next best thing would 
be to get your happiness and your 
influence as a Christian. Well, 
don’t let him do it! Notice care- 
fully the way the devil tries to 
ruin our happiness. It is by get- 
ting us to look inside of ourselves. 
He knows that we are wicked and 
sinful. He knows that there is 
nothing to make us happy about 
the way we live, or the way we 
feel, or about our knowledge or 
understanding. We are fickle, sin- 
ful, unstable, ignorant and help- 
less beings. Looking inside can- 
not give us peace, even after we 
are saved. No, our peace and hap- 
piness depend on simply looking 
to Jesus. Does He love us? Did 
He die to save us? Did He prom- 
ise to receive those who came to 
Him? Did He promise that salva- 
tion was settled when we trusted 


Him? If He did, then look to 
to Jesus. Remember how faithful 
He is. Remember how anxious 


He is to save you. If God said it, 
it is true, and you can risk your 
soul’s welfare on the plain state- 
ment of the Word of God. 

if sometimes you found your 
feelings varied toward your hus- 
band, and if you two were not as 
happy as you ought to have been, 
that would not prove you were not 
married. You do not need to get 
married again. You simply need 
to check up and find wheré™you 
are not treating each other right, 
and that will fix the happiness. 
Marriage is one thing, and that is 
settled once for a lifetime. Happi- 
ness, and understanding, is an en- 
tirely different thing, and one has 
to work at that every day. Now 
it is the same with a Christian and 
his salvation and happiness. Sal- 
vation is settled once for all when 
you turn the matter over to Jesus 
Christ and trust Him. But the joy 
of salvation is a matter to be set- 
tled anew every day. I would 
come to the Lord with my burdens 
and problems, confess my sins and 
backslidings, every day. I would 
pray for new strength every day. 
Christians can be happy and use- 
ful, but it is a day by day matter 
of depending on the Lord and do- 
ing His will. But the salvation 
question is settled once and for- 
ever when you trust Christ, and 
you need never take the matter up 
again, if you honestly turned it 
over to Him. 

You have doubts, that does not 
prove you are lost. I had them 
for three years. Many other 
people have had them, literally 
thousands of Christians. We ought 
not to have doubts about the Lord, 
but that is a part of our poor, sin- 
ful nature. If we will simply learn 
what He has promised in the Word 
of God and depend wholly upon 
what God’s Word says, then we 
can whip the devil on this ques- 
tion. Praise the Lord, now for 
many, many years I have not 
doubted my soul’s salvation! It 
has become settled for sure and 
forever. The Word of God is too 
plain for me to doubt God on that. 

It is all right to ask God to help 
you to fepl right, but it is far bet- 
ter to believe what God has said 
and just say, “Feeling or no feel- 
ing, I am going to believe the Bible 
and risk Jesus Christ to do what 
He said He would do. And then 
I am going to live for Him every 
day the best I can, and I know He 
will make me happy in the Lord.” 

I am sending you also the little 


and then to be- §]> 
will do what He | 


With the Evangelists 


(Continued from Page 1.) 


local High -School Auditorium 
which seated about 750 people. 
On several nights during the cam- 
paign hundreds of people were 
turned away and many stood in 
the halls and in the rooms opening 
off the halls, many were standing 
through the entire service. A pub- 
lic address system with speakers 
in the various rooms was used in 
order that others who could not 
find seats in the auditorium might 


ae 


Dr. John MacArthur 


hear. As the meeting drew to a 
close and the convicting power of 
the Holy Spirit came increasingly 
upon the community, we finally 
had to ask that the Christians give 
up their seats to the unsaved. 

“Rey. Jantzen, the chairman of 
the campaign, wrote saying: ‘Night 
after night the inquiry room was 
filed with seeking souls’.” 


Many Saved in Chico, 
California 


“February third, we concluded 
a two week meeting at the Grace 
Baptist Church of Chico, Califor- 
nia, where the Rev. Taff is the 
pastor. For many months the pas- 
tor and his people had been earn- 
estly engaged in prayer for a spir- 
itual awakening. Many Christian 
wives had unsaved husbands; 
many parents had unsaved chil- 
dren. The burden for these souls 
became greater as they prayed. 
Tears flowed freely, concern grip- 
ped hearts! Evangelist Joseph 
Johnston of the Fuller Founda- 


tion assisted in the meeting, tak- 


ing the prayer meetings each 
morning at 10:30 o’clock. His més- 
sages on Prayer and The Holy 
Spirit served to clarify many of 
the deeper truths of the Word. 
Before the campaign ended almost 
every evangelical church and 
many of the others were repre- 
sented at each service. The at- 
tendance was excellent. Many 
souls were saved, but it seemed 


| particularly evident that God was 


speaking to His people, calling 
them to the separated life; to dedi- 
cation for full time service, to a 
greater passion for the lost; to a 
deeper life of prayer: to a more 
earnest devotion to the Word of 


“On the second Sunday morning 
after the message on Things a 
Christian May Lose, many stood 
to their feet to testify to all pres- 
ent that new decisions were being 
made; that they were coming back 
to their first love. 


“Among the unusual conver- 


a 'sions was that of Mrs. Mabel Cal- 
*41| kins. 


This fine woman has asked 
me to tell how Christ rescued 
her from the delusion and the 
doom of a dangerous cult wherever 
I go, hoping that others by her 
example will step out of the dark- 
ness into the light of Ohrist’s pres- 
ence. For 18 years Mrs. Calkins 
was a devotee of Christian Sci- 
ence, striving earnestly to believe 
its aesthetic heresy, but there was 


no peace in her heart. It was all 


a sham. At the invitation of a 
Christian friend she attended the 
meeting, and at the close of the 
service she came to me after the 
invitation was given and said that 
she had felt an urge to go for- 
ward. I immediately inquired: 
‘Well, why didn’t you?’ 

“And then she made a remark 
about not being a sinner and that 
she doubted the fact of Hell. I 
spoke to her firmly, using the 
Word of God, and among other 
things stated that. it did not matter 
what she or anyone else believed, 
that God’s Word is the final au- 
thority, and its truth is unalter- 
ed by the opinions of men. 


“Returning to the hotel, I told 
Rev. Johnston that God was deal- 
ing with her ahd we sought God 
together in prayer to save her. 
The following night, after 18 
years of bondage to that perver- 
sion of truth, with tears of peni- 
tence in her eyes, she came for- 
ward to admit she was a sinner 
and to trust Christ as her own 
personal Saviour. Before being 
dealt with, she bowed her head 
and renounced before God the 
work of Satan that had been 
damning her soul. 

“Another Christian Science vic- 
tim was taken from the pit and 
found life in Christ, and three Ro- 
man Catholics came to the Sa- 
viour. A very fine appearing Or- 
thodox Jewish lad, just recently 
released from the service, accept- 
ed Christ as his Messfah. On the 
last night of the meeting he made 
his confession of Christ before a 
capacity audience.” : 

Dr. MacArthur has completed 
his work with the Fuller Founda- 
tion and is now available for 
evangelistic campaigns through- 
out America. He may be addressed 
at 1905 E. Glenoaks Blvd., Glen- 
dale, California, or in care of The 
Sword of the Lord. 


sermon by an English evangelist, 
“What. Class Are You Traveling?” 
Read it prayerfully and it will 
help you. 


Now I have spent a good deal 
of time on this long letter, and am 
glad to do it. Won’t you spend a 
lot of time on it, too? You ought 
to read it not less than five times. 

I am so glad you wrote tome, 
and I know if you will listen to 
what I tell you, or rather, listen to 
what God tells you in His Word, 
in the Scriptures that I called to 
your attention, then you will have 
perfect peace about your salva- 
tion. Don’t depend on the way 
you live, or the way you feel, but 
depend on what Jesus did on the 
cross and what God has promised 
in His Word. Bless His holy 


| 


Name, He saves every sinner who 
comes to Him trusting Him! 
I should like to hear from you 
again. | 
In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


The blessed message by the 
English evangelist, “What Class 
Are You Traveling?” will be sent 
free to-any doubting souls who 
write for it, or may be purchased 
for 3c a copy. 


—— 
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(Continuea from page 3) 
palmists. On a board outside a 
great palm was drawn. Then here 
was “Madame Lucille.” Here was 
“Madame Irene.” They claimed 
they eould tell you the secret of 
success in love, and in business, 
could tell your fortune. My, how 
the people crowded in! I was 
down there and looked in the door 
of one of the places. I said to a 
man, “Why is it that nearly all 
these places have the inside cut 
into little rooms with a bed in the 
room?” 


“Well,” he said, “didn’t you 
know? It is understood that near- 
ly all the fortunetelling women in 
this town are fallen women, and 
that they carry on their trade of 
prostitution while they carry on 
their palmistry trade and their 
fortunetelling trade.” Not all for- 
tune tellers are prostitutes but all 
are crooked, 


I say fortunetelling is a low- 
down, dirty, rotten, hellish busi- 
ness, and nobody is in it who is 
honest, and nobody is in it who is 
serving God. When this devil 
possessed fortuneteller got saved, 
she quit the sinful business. If 
you ever have anything to do 
with that kind of thing, you ought 
to get on your knees and beg God 
to forgive you. God hates it. 


Let us see what God says in the 
Bible about such wickedness. I 
turn to Deuteronomy, chapter 18, 
and beginning with verse 9. “When 
thou art come into the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
thou shalt not learn to do after 
the abominations of those nations. 
There shall not be found among 
you any one that maketh his son 
or his daughter to pass through 
the fire, or that useth divination, 
[divination is fortunetelling, look- 
ing into the future] or an observer 
of times ...” That would be as- 
trology in the modern sense, the 
belief which claims that if you 
were born at a certain time of the 
year you were born under the in- 
fluence of Sagittarius, the archer, 
or at another time, you were born 
under Taurus, the bull, or under 
Piscus, the fish, and so on. “An 
observer of times,” that is, astrol- 
ogy in its modern sense. (Do not 
get astrology mixed up with _ as- 
tronomy. Astronomy is a proper 
and legitimate science. Astrology 
is a humbug and a farce to get 
money from poor, deceived peo- 
ple.) 

God here says not to have any- 
thing to do with any one “that 
useth divination, or an observer 
of times, or an enchanter [a hyp- 
notist], or a witch, or a charmer, 
or a consulter with familiar spir- 
its...” <A “consulter with fa- 
miliar spirits” is the spiritualist 
medium, as sometimes they call 
themselves. They now sometimes 
call their assembly a “church.” 

When I preached on this mat- 
ter in Dallas, a man saw my ad in 
the Dallas Morning News and 
came over to see me. “My wife 
is pastor of the First Spiritualist 
Church in Dallas, and so I came 
over to talk to you about this mat- 
ter,” he said. “I thought that if 
you knew more of spiritualism, 
you would not preach against it. 
Here is my wife’s card.” On that 
card it said something along this 
line, ‘Madame So-and-So, pastor 
of the First Spiritualist Church, 
tells fortunes, tells you how to be 
successful in love and in business; 
also divine healer,’ and several 
other things. 

I said, “Well, if you wife is pas- 
tor of the First Spiritualist Church 
and she is all of these things, T 
would like to talk with her in per- 
son. Why didn’t she come with 
you?” 

“She is in bed with inflamma- 
tory rheumatism so she cannot 
walk.” 

“Well, what does this mean 
when it says on the card that she 
is a divine healer? She claims 
she has supernatural powers to 
heal people, but here she is in bed 
with inflammatory rheumatism 


How A Devil Possessed Fortuneteller 
Got Two Preachers in Jail, and 
What Came of it 


and cannot walk.” 

Becoming greatly embarrassed 
on that question, he tried to 
change the subject and to state 
that he did not think it was right 
for me to preach against Spiritual- 
ist people because they had a 
church. They have a_ so-called 
church; but they worship devils. 
That is right! A_ spiritualistic 
medium is a devil worshipper. He 
is in touch with unseen demons; 
and sometimes these demons do 
tell a little of the future, but they 
never tell anything that would 
make anybody happy or that 
would help anybody do _ good. 
Sometimes mediums only pretend 
to tell what will be in the future. 
And you commit a terrible sin if 
you have anything to do with 
them. 

So the Lord plainly said, ‘Have 
nothing to do with them, or with 
a charmer, or with a consulter 
with familiar spirits or a wizard, 
or a necromancer.’ (A necroman- 
cer is one who deals in black 
magic.) “For all that do these 
things are an abomination unto 
the Lord: and because of these 
abominations the Lord thy God 
doth drive them out from before 
thee.” You see, God says that we 
are to have nothing to do with the 
fortunetellers, with the astrolo- 
gers, with the palmists, with the 
enchanters, with the consulters 
with familiar spirits, with the 
hypnotists or with the spiritualis- 
tic mediums; for all who do so are 
an abomination to God. Anybody 
here who ever sent off to an as- 
trologer and got a so-called horo- 
scope is guilty of a sin as bad as 
idolatry. For that very cause God 
drove out the nations from the 
land of Canaan and gave the land 
to other people, to the Israelites, 
warning them, ‘If you do the same 
way, I will drive you out, too.’ 

Here is another Scripture to 
show you how God feels toward 
this terrible sin of fortunetelling. 
In I Chronicles 10:13-14 God said, 
“So Saul died for his transgres- 
sion which he committed against 
the Lord, even against the word 
of the Lord, which he kept not, 
and also for asking counsel of 
one that had a familiar spirit, to 
enquire of it; And enquired not 
of the Lord: therefore he slew 
him, and turned the kingdom unto 
David the son of Jesse.” God said 
to Saul, who consulted a spirit- 
ualistic medium, ‘I will not lét 
you continue to be king. I am go- 
ing to have you and.all your fam- 
ily killed. I will take the king- 
dom away from you. I will not 
have a man standing for Me in 
the kingdom who does_ such 
things.’ So God kept His word 
and killed him and some of his 
sons, and God took the kingdom 
from him for that sin. It is an 
abomination that God hates. 

If someone here thinks he 
needs to know anything about the 
future, what he should do is to 
ask God. Why would you write 
to some woman living a degen- 
erate, immoral life and ask her to 
tell you what kind of a man you 
ought to marry? Why don’t you 
talk to God? Don’t you have a 
God who answers prayer? Can’t 
you ask Him for wisdom and get 
it? Why would you run to wicked 
and ungodly people, some of 
them possessed of devils, all of 
them unconverted, all of them 
crooked, all of them dishonest? 
Why would a Christian deal with 
such people? All who do so are 
an abomination to Gad. Don’t you 
go to a fortuneteller| or a spirit- 
ualistic seance. Don’t you write 
to an astrologer for a horoscope. 
Don’t you consult a medium or 
anyone of this kind. 

This girl was devil possessed, 
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but when she got saved she drop- 
ped all that. When the devils 
were out of her, she could not 
really tell fortunes. And after 
she was saved, she would not lie 
about it and make money under 
false pretenses. So she quit her 
fortunetelling. Real Christians 
ought to leave the dirty, wicked, 
devil’s business alone. 


Those Who Are True to God 
Have Trouble and Persecution 


The second thing about this pas- 
Sage is: When you really serve 
God, you will have some trouble. 
That is very clear in the teaching 
of the Bible. In John 15:18 the 
Lord Jesus said on this matter, 
“If the world hate you, ye know 
that it hated me before it hated 
you.” You preachers, does any- 
body ever criticise you? Well, 
what is so bad about that? They 
criticised Jesus. They said He was 
possessed of the devil. “If the 
world hate you, yet know that it 
hated me before it hated you. If 
ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own: but because 
ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you” 
(John 15:18-19). Do you think 
you are any better than your 
Master, Jesus Christ? Some peo- 
ple were against Him. Why should 
they not be against you also? You 
see, the Scripture plainly tells us 
that a Christian ought to expect 
to have some trouble and to have 
some people against him, if he 
really serves the Lord. 

In the beatitudes Jesus said, 
“Blessed. are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for their’s is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and perse- 
cute you, and shall say all man- 
ner of evil against you falsely, 
for my sake. Rejoice, and be ex- 


ceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven”.(Matt. 5:10- 
12). 


And II Timothy 3:12 says “They 
that live Godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution.” 


Well, Paul and Silas were in a 
revival campaign when this girl 
was saved. Do you suppose that 
these men who owned the gir! 
came and said, “We sure are glad 
you got our girl saved. She has 
made us lots of money. Now she 
won’t make us any more, but 
that is all right. We are glad for 
her to be converted and to live 
for the Lord. We will now have 
to.work for an honest living. We 
are glad you did it’? Do you think 
they said that? If you do, you do 
not know ungodly, unsaved peo- 
ple. Oh, no! 

Let me tell you another thing. 
If you preachers in this town bear 
down on the sin question so that 
somebody who is selling booze 
and beer has to go out of busi- 
ness, or you cut down their profit, 
you will not be liked either. The 
truth of the matter is, I do not 
think much of a preacher whom 
the devil’s crowd likes. No sir! 
Some preachers say, “The devil 
doesn’t bother me.” Do you know 
why he doesn’t? You do not both- 
er him! ‘You begin to take out of 
the jaws of the lion, the lamb or 
the kid that he took away; you 
begin to take away his profit; you 
hit the devil’s cpowd in the money 
bag, and they are not going to 
like you. 

When Paul and Silas got this 
girl saved, she quit telling for- 


tunes./ When the hope of her 
owners’ gain was gone, they 
caught Paul and Silas, dragged 
them to the court before the 


judges, the magistrates, and said, 
‘These men are Jews. (If you hear 
of anybody hating the Jews, rée- 
member the devil’s crowd always 
did hate the Jews.) That’s what is 
wrong with these two. They are 
Jews, and they teach customs that 
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are not lawful for us to observe, 
being Romans.’ So the judges said. 
‘Tear off their clothes,’ and they 
did. ‘Beat them up good!’ So they 
beat Paul and Silas until the 
blood ran down their backs, then 
turned them over to the jailer, 
saying to him, ‘Put these bad 
men, these wicked preachers, in 
jail. Don’t you let them get out.’ 
The jailer, having received such 
a word, put them in a dungeon, 
in the innermost prison. ‘I will 
have to fix it so these tough guys 
cannot break jail,’ he said. So he 
put their feet in stocks. Do you 
know what that meant? They sat 
down on the cold stone floor, and 
there was a beam with notches in 
it. “All right, Paul, put your an- 
kles over the log in those notches. 
Spike a two-by-four down on top 
of them. Now he is fixed. This 
bad preacher will not break out 
of jail now. All right, Silas, put 
your feet in these notches over 
here. And now spike a two-by- 
four down on top of that one, and 
fasten his legs in the log. We sure 
have these preachers. These are 
tough criminals. They interfered 
with a man’s making a good liv- 
ing. Oh, of course the poor slave 
girl was going to Hell. She was 
devil possessed, fooling everybody 
and getting money under false 
pretenses. But now she is con- 
verted, and she will not tell any 
more fortunes.” 


So they hated Paul and Silas. 
Let me tell you, the preacher who 
gets after the devil’s.-crowd as he 
should; the preacher who inter- 
feres with the booze business, and 


| the white slave ‘business: the 
preacher who interfers with any 
kind of gambling racket: the 
preacher who bears down until 


an ungodly crowd in his church 
cannot be comfortable and happy 
—I say some will not like such a 
preacher. 


Paul and Silas were put in jail. 
What did they do the first half 
of the night? “They prayed and 
sang,” you say. No, not until mid- 
night. “At midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed, and sang praises 
unto God.” What did they do up 
to midnight? The Bible does not 
say, but I believe Silas said, 


> 


———— 


“Well, Paul, I have stood by you 
a long time. But my back sure 
hurts! And now, couldn’t you 
have gone a little easier?” 


Paul said, “Yes, I know. I was 
zealous and all that. I just took 
pity on that poor girl. But now 
we are in jail and it will become 
known all over the country. Noth- 
ing but jailbirds! Who is going to 
preach tonight in the meeting? 
We are locked up here; we gure 
are in a tight now.” 


I do not know all they said, but 
they did not start their singing 
and praying until midnight. I 
imagine they felt pretty bad the 
first part of the night. Wouldn’t 
you? Would you enjoy being in 
jail? What would you do if you 
were put in jail? Would you 
shout, “Hallelujah!”? Would you 
say, “I am glad I was put in jail! 
I want to tell everybody about 
it!”? No, you would not! Sitting 
down in the corner, with your 
face in your hands, you would 
say, “Oh my, there is my little 
boy. Everybody will tell him, 
‘Your dad is a jailbird.’” You 
would say, “What will my church 
do? Some in my church will want 
to fire me. They would not want 
their preacher’s name in _ the 
headlines of the papers because 
he is in jail.” You wouldn't like 
that, would you? Neither did Paul 
and Silas. After awhile I think 
Paul said, “Well, I don’t care, 
Silas; maybe the revival is ruined; 
maybe we will not be allowed to 
preach here any more. But any- 
how, bless God, that girl is saved! 
Thank God the girl is saved! The 
old devil came out of her. When 
I said, ‘In the name of Jesus 
Christ, come out of her,’ did you 
notice, Silas, how ‘her ~ face 
changed when the old devil came 
out? Jail or no jail, Silas, Jet us 
sing and pray!” So at midnight 
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PAGE SIX 


a 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 1, 1946 


they began their prayer meeting 
and their singing. At midnight! 
Now don’t think Paul was made 
out of any different stuff from 
what you are. He did not enjoy 
jail any more than you would until 
he had been there awhile. I think 
later he got used to being put in 
jail. At midnight they sang praises 
to God and prayed, and the pri- 
soners heard them. 
God Always Helps His Faith- 
ful Ones Out of Trouble 
Somebody else heard them too. 
Up yonder in Heaven Somebody 


heard them. Will you bear with 
me while I get outside the Bible 
a little and tell you what I think 
happened? Up in Heaven the 
angel Gabriel stood around the 
throne, first on one foot and then 
the other. The L, rd Sal i, “Wh it 
is wrong, Gabriel? Why are you 
So nervo tem 

Cabrie in ed, “Lord, are 
you nol sding to do anything 
about this?’ 

“About what, Gabriel?” 

“You know what, Lord. There 
is Paul and Silas down there 


They have been in jail half the 


night Their backs are bloody. 
They did not have any supper. 
Lord, they are Your preachers. 


You know they are preaching the 


truth. They got that girl saved. 
Are You going to let them suffer 
this way?” 

“Well it looks pretty bad, 
doesn’t it, Gabriel?” 

Let mé tell you the rest of the) 
story. If you get into trouble serv- | 
ing God, God always takes care 
of His own. I imagine the Lord 
said, “Gabriel, what do you want 


Me to do?” 

“IT would like to go down there 
and shake that old jail down!” 
Gabriel replied. 

“All right, Gabriel. Go on and 
do it. But be easy. Do not kill a 
one. Just shake the doors open 
and break the chains.” 


So Gabriel went down. There 
came a mighty earthquake, and 
the foundations of the prison 


were shaken, and the doors were 
opened, and every man’s bonds 
were loosed. I don’t know whether 
that conversation took place or 
not, but I know dead sure that is 
what happened. Paul said, “Look! 
That log has burst open, and I 
can get my feet out.” Silas ex- 
citedly said, “I can get mine out, 
too! Why, look! The door is open!” 


About this time the earthquake 
nearly shook the old jailer out 
of bed, and he said, “What in the 
world is happening? Is the world 
coming to an end? Has a cyclone 
hit? What is the matter?” He got 
outside and there the jail doors 
were open and the chains were 
all broken. “Oh, my, I guess 
everybody is out and gone. What 
wil I do! Tomorrow the officers 
will blame me for the whole busi- 
ness and I will be killed for this. 
I had as well kill myself now.” 

But Paul called out, “Wait a 
minute! Wait a minute! We are 
all here! Not one has run off. We 
are all here!” Good old Paul! He 
was a better Christian than I 
would be if I had gotten beaten 
up and had my shirt torn off, as 
hard as it is to buy new shirts 
now. If I had been beaten up as 
Paul was, and in as much trouble 
as he was in, I think I would have 
let the jailer kill himself. But 
Paul said, “Wait! Do yourself no 
harm! We are all here!” So the 
jailer came in. Let me‘tell you 


this, Christians: Don’t you worry 
about getting in trouble. The 


Scripture | says, 
afflictions of the 


“Many are the 
righteous; but 


the Lord delivereth him out of 
them all” (Ps. 34:19). God takes 
care of His own. 

Let me make a confession to 
you. There gre people who do not 
like me. I do not know why. I 


think they ought to. My wife says 
she likes me. My children say 
they like me. I do not see why 
everybody doesn’t like me, but 
some do not. They think I get into 
things that are not my business. 
They say, “‘“Tend to your own 


“Doing Service as Unto 
the Lord” 
IS THE PRAYERFUL AIM OF 
H. S. DUNLAP SONS 
Realtors—“The Busy Office” 
May we manage, sell, insure, ap- 
praise your real estate? 
5554 Market St. 
Philadelphia 39, Pa. 


business, and don’t go meddling 
with me; don’t try to get me to 
repent; don’t try to get me to quit 
drinking and cursing.” Many peo- 
ple dislike me. Some say I am too 
sharp. Others say I am a fanatic. 
That may be. Sure! You know, 
they said about Jesus, ‘He cast 
out devils by the prince of devils; 
He is possessed of devils.’ They 
said about Peter and that whole 
gang at ‘Pentecost, “hey are 
drunk! That gang is drunk! When 
they get up to speak, everybody’s 
face lights up.’ They said to Paul, 
‘Saul, Saul, much learning doth 
make thee mad. Thou art beside 
thyself.’ They said that Paul the 

le Were you ever 
iccused of being a nut? Did any- 


iposlle was crazy. 


yne ever tell you that you were 
crazy, that you had gone crazy 
ver religion or that you were a 


fanatic or a Holy Roller? Well, if 
they haven't, then you do not 
have much. If nobody says you 
are a fanatic or a nut, that you 
are beside yourself, that you have 
gone crazy over religion—if any- 
body ever said that about you, 
you are not very much. No, you 
are not! 

A preacher friend of mine said 
that when he asked his sweet- 
heart to marry him, she said she 


did not want to marry a preacher. 
3ut when she heard him preach 
she changed her mind, saying that 
he wasn’t preacher enough to 
hurt. Well, that is about the way 
some Christians. 


with They are 


not Christians enough to hurt. 
You are not much of a Christian 
if nobody ever gets mad dat you. 
No, you are not much of a Chris- 
tian. 

Suppose I were to die while I 
am here. My wife says, “Well, 
we will just have the funeral 
here. Brother Backlin, you preach 
my husband’s funeral.” Then sup- 
pose the people come by and some 
of them say, “Doesn’t he look na- 
tural!” And others say, “Yes, sir, 


old loud mouth, we will never 
hear you bawling anybody out 
anymore!” Brother Backlin gets 


up and says, “Now brethren and 
here is one man.who does 
not have an enemy in the world.” 
srother, if you were to say that 
at my funeral, I would sit up in 
the coffin and call you a liar! I 
W yuld! 

I tell you now, a persons who 
| Serves God like he ought is go- 
‘ing to have some who do not like 
|him! If you live out and out for 
| God, do you think the devil is 
going to leave you alone? Do you 
think so? No, he won’t! But bless 
God, the Lord always takes care 
of His own. Go ahead! If we get 
in trouble, then it is the Lord’s 
business to get us out. I am leav- 
ing that to the Lord. I am going 
ahead preaching the truth. I am 
going ahead trying to love peo- 
ple and trying to do right. Then 
if I get in trouble, it is the Lord’s 
trouble; and He will have to look 


sisters. 


after me and get me out. And 
bless God, He will and does! 


“Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous: but the Lord deliver- 
eth him out of them all,” says 
Psalm. 34:19. So don’t be worried. 
If you are right with God, if you 
really pay a price for God, He is 
going to look after you. Go ahead! 
It will always turn out all right. 
Don’t be afraid of trouble. Oh, 
how much good there is in trou- 
ble and heartache! Don’t shrink 
from it. God means it for good. 
God wilt turn it out to His own 
glory. Don’t be afraid of trouble 
for Jesus’ sake. 


You know, I would hate to meet 
the Lord and have Him say, 
“John, what have you suffered for 
Me?” 


“TI haven’t suffered any for You, 
Lord Jesus.” 

He would say then, “Weil, you 
can’t rule with Me.” “If we suffer 
we shall also reign with him,” says 
II Timothy 2:12. 

I used to think, Won’t it be won- 
derful when I get to Heaven? I 
can then say, “I want to see Paul.” 
Then I would say, “Paul, listen, I 
want you to tell me how they let 
you down in a basket over the 
wall of Damascus. Paul, I want 
you to show me—would you mind, 
Paul?—show me the scars you got 
when you fought the wild beasts 
at Ephesus and.where the lions 
clawed you? Paul, I want you to 
show me the scars you got when 
they took you out of Perga and 
Lystra and stoned you. I would 
like for you to tell me how they 


stoned you and left you for dead, 
how they dragged you out of town 
like a dead horse. Show me where 
they hit you with the rocks, Paul.” 
I thought I would like to see 
Paul’s scags. 


I thought I would like to see 
Stephen and say, “Stephen, oh, I 
have often read how you, with 
your face shining like the face of 
an angel, preached when you 
knew they were going to kill you. 
Stephen, show me where they hit 
you with the rocks and crushed in 
your skull. Show me, Stephen, 
where they hit you and beat you 


“79 


up, will you? 

Then one day I got to thinking, 
suppose I say, “Paul, show me 
your scars.” And he says, “All 
right, John. Do you want to feel 


| here on my head where they hit 


want to see on my 
back where I got whipped and 
beaten down there at Ephesus? 
Stephen, come over here and show 
Brother Rice your scars.” And 
then I thought, if Stephen said, 
“Sure, I'll show you. They hit 
me right here first, and my skull 
fractured. Then they caved in 
my ribs here, and then broke my 
legs with the rocks.” After I 
have seen all that, suppose Paul 
says, “Now, John, I’ve enjoyed 
thinking about how I got in trou- 
ble for the Lord, and how the 
Lord brought me out of it all. It 
has been a wonderful experience. 
Now, John, show me your scars!” 
If I should have to say, “Well, 


me? Do you 
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Paul, nobody ever threw a rock 
Nobody ever spit at me. 
Nobody ever hated me. Nobody 
ever lied about me. I never lost 
a friend, never lost a job, never 
lost a dollar for Jesus Christ,” 
why, I think Paul would say, 
“Well, I’m sorry; please excuse 
me. You don’t belong in our com- 
pany.” 

You know, I would surely hate 
to get to Heaven and never have 
suffered anything for Jesus, 
wouldn’t you? But thanks be to 
God, He takes care of those who 
get in trouble for Him! Paul and 
Silas in jail at midnight! But they 
got out. The old jailer was so 
convicted! They had been saying, 
“Well, I’m sure sorry we missed 
the revival service tonight.’ Don’t 
you think they were sorry? 
Lord gave them one at midnight 
that just beat the others all hol- 
low. He said, “I am going to 
write this one down for John Rice 
and all the others to preach about.” 
There have been millions of souls 
saved because they had this mid- 
night prayer meeting and told the 
jailer how to be saved. Why, this 
is one of the most famous texts in 
all the Bible, preached on by 
every preacher that ever preached 
the truth: “What must I do to be 
saved?” Isn’t that wonderful how 
God brought his preachers out of 
trouble and brought victory to His 
own? Don’t be afraid to get in 
trouble. 


Now here is the next question: 


“What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” 

The next point is the great ques- 
tion, “What must I do to be 
saved?” 
question is asked in the Bible, and 
that the answer is given? 
is the answer? 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” 
are you going to get saved? 
your trust in Jesus. 

Somebody says, “Brother Rice, 
I believe the Bible. Is that what 
it means?” No, that is not what 
it means. “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” You say, “I be- 
lieve Jesus is the Son of God. Is 
that what it means?” No, that 
isn’t enough. That isn’t what it 
means. All the demons believe 
that, too (James 2:19). That is 
the reason the demon in this girl 
kept saying, “These men are the 


servants of the most high God, | 


which shew unto us the way of 
salvation.” Yes, the devils be- 
lieve Jesus is the Son of God. But 
that isn’t enough. What does it 
mean? It means this: If you want 
to be saved, just put your trust in 
Jesus and depend on Him to for- 
give you. Risk Him to save you. 
Do you see that? Believe on Him. 
He said He loved you. Do you 
believe that? He said He will for- 
give you if you will take Him and 
trust Him. Now will you risk 
Him to do it? That is all. 
Somebody says, “I’ve got confi- 
dence in a certain doctor in this 
town. I think he is a good doctor. 
I think he is well prepared. I 
think he is a good diagnostician. 
I think he is a good practitioner. 
I think he is a fine, accurate, skill- 
ful surgeon. I have confidence in 
this doctor.” All right. You be- 
lieve in the doctor in a certain 
way; you believe something about 
the doctor. But unless you risk 
him, unless you believe in him 
enough to call him when you are 
sick and turn your case over to 
him, all the good things you think 
about him won’t do you a bit of 
good. No, sir, you have to risk 
the doctor. And you have to risk 
Jesus. That is trusting Him. Just 
believing there is a Saviour is not 
enough. But risking Jesus, turn- 
ing your case over to Jesus, de- 
pending on Jesus to be your own 
Saviour, to forgive your sins be- 
cause He said He would is the 
way to be saved. You see, faith 
in Jesus, or trusting in Jesus, or 
believing in Jesus, means turning 
your case over to Him and accept- 
ing Him as your own Saviour. 
Did anybody here ever get sick 
and someone at your house sent 
for a doctor? The doctor comes 
breezing in, chatting, and you 
think, “Boy, he takes it mighty 
lightly as sick as Iam.” The doc- 
tor is so cheerful. He comes in 
and chats with the family. “Well, 


The | 


Aren’t you glad that that | 


| gets through, he tells you to send | 


What | 
“And they said, | 


How | 
Put | meal, then the first thing you) 


| 


| risk the doctor.” 


| one who is in the business of sav- 


| giveness. 


it is a little brisk weather today.” 
You want him to get concerned 
about you. But he comes in and 
says, “Well, my young fellow, 
what is the matter with you to- 
day?” He acts as if nothing is the 
matter. (Isn’t that right, doctor?) 
He says, “Well, let me see. Stick 


That is it. Not “may be saved,” 
but certain “shall be saved.’ When 
you put your trust in Jesus and 
depend on Him, you will be 
saved. - 


But you say, “Brother Rice, how 


is one supposed to feel?” Well, 
there is no law about how you 


out your tongue.” (That comes | feel. Some people feel one way, 
next, doesn't it, doctor?) So he|}some another. That is not the 
says, “All right. Oh,.I see. Yes| point. If you know you aré a 


sir.” And you think, “Well, he 
sure must know a lot just by look- 
ing down my throat.” He says, 
“Say, ‘Ah!’”. And so he looks 
down there and says, “Yes sir, 
your tonsils are swollen.” Then he 
takes something from his pocket it over to the bank. That is the 
like a fountain pen, unscrews the | point. When you turn your 
top, shakes it a time or two, and| money in to the bank. they take 
then says, “Open your mouth,” | it. They are in the business. That 
and he plumps it under your | is what they are for. You make 
tongue. In the meantime he/ your deposit and they take it. So 


reaches over and puts a finger on| Jesus takes any honest heart that 
your pulse. Then he takes out his ever turns his case over to Him. 


watch. While he holds on to your| We said He would. You sav. 
wrist, he counts and looks at that} «prother Rice, you talk as if it is 
watch. He may be talking at the| easy to be saved!” It is easy, if 
same time. I don’t know how a/ you want to be saved. It is, if 
doctor ever learns to do two or you want to, and if you are will- 
three things that way, but he does. | ing to be saved God’s way, and let 
Then he says, “Now let me see,”| Jesus do it instead of trying to 
and he thumps you. “Are you! save yourself. 

sore down here? Sore there? Oh, What are you going to do to be 


sinner and you trust Jesus, 
Saves you. 


Did anybody here ever deposit 
money in the bank? Well, how 
did you have to feel? You didn’t 
have to feel; you just had to turn 


He 


yes. All right. That is all right. wher teh: 
Now I know just what the trouble rahe eeueve on te Lore 
is. We will have you up from here Jesus Christ. And all the other 


in t 4 h 4. ps . . . 

pea "at ethos. ao co pratin ver thing. John 3:16 says it: “For | 
P egg ee Rieger - | God so loved the world, that he 

down some funny 


little chicken | 


; gave his only begotten Son, that 
scratches. I can’t read them, can | 
5 ; sae : — whosoever believeth in him should 
you: Some of it is written in 


' Put Oo “ish, av -verlasti 
Latin and some of it is abbrevia- | ‘ Bea n but have everlasting 
| life. There it is. 


tion for fluid ounces: and he ab-'| 
“He that believeth on 


the same 
breviates for teaspoons. When he!|,. . : 
, | him is not condemned: but he that 


‘ing life: and he that believeth not 
| the Son shall pot see life; but the 
| wrath of God abideth on him.” 
John 6:47 says the same thing, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that believeth on me hath ever- 


know you are well. You don’t 
know what the doctor had - the 
druggist put in that medicine, but 
you say, “I will risk the doctor. 
The doctor knows. 


He is my 
friend, and he loves me. This is , 
his business, not mine. I don’t preached the same thing to Cor- 


know anything about it, but I will 
Do you see that? 

Now why don’t you say, “I am 
a poor old sinner. I cannot save 
myself. I will have to get Some- 


(that is, Jesus) give all 
prophets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins.” 
Over at Antioch in the synagogue, 
Paul and Barnabas preached the 
same thing. They said, “Be it 
known unto you therefore, men 
and brethren, that through this 
man is preached unto you the for- 
giveness of sins: And by him all 
that believe are justified from all 
things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses” 
(Acts 13:38-39). 


“But,” you say, “I thought you 
had to repent!” Surely. Repent- 
ing is a turning of mind. If you 
have not been beheving on Jesus 
and risking Jesus, if you have not 
been accepting and trusting Him, 
and now you turn from your re- 
jection and believe on Him, 
haven’t you turned in the heart? 
Sure. Anyone who turns from un- 
belief to belief has turned, hasn't 
he? You have repented. That is 
right. Any honest heart coming 
to trust in Jesus is a heart turning 
from sin and Satan and turning to 
Jesus Christ. So you have.re- 
pented when you turn from sin to 
Christ. Don’t you see? 


Do you want to be saved? Then 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
You say, “Brother Rice, I did not 
know it was that easy.” Well, it 
is that easy. If any boy or girl 
wants to be saved, you just trust 
in Jesus tonight. Put your de- 
pendence in Him, risk Him; and 
go home happy, with your sins 
forgiven. 


How the Jailer Got His 


Well, who will it 
be? No one but Jesus. He knows 
how. He loves you. He will come 
if you call Him. So you call Jesus 
and you say, “Jesus, I am an old 
sinner. I am sorry. I need for- 
I need saving. I am 
going to turn my heart over to 
You. I want You to save my soul, 
Jesus, and I will risk You about 
it.” And Jesus does. “What must 
I do to be saved?” Paul and Silas 
answered back to this jailer, “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” 


Let me be the old jailer. All 
Fourth Presbyterians, you be Paul 
and Silas. Now don’t you make 
up any way of your own to be 
saved, just the Bible way. Let me 
give you the answer so you will be 
ready now. Here is the Bible 
way: “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 
Can you say that? All right. 
Now I am the old jailer. “What 
must I do to be saved?” 


People: “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” 


That is right. Now, Broadway 
Baptists, you be Paul and Silas. I 
am an old jailer sitting here, and 
I want to be saved. Don’t you 
make up your own plan of salva- 
tion, just tell me about the Bible 
kind. Now you be ready. You be 
Paul and Silas, and tell me the 
truth according to the Word of 


ing sinners.” 


God. “What must I do to be Family Saved 
saved?” . , ' 
The last question is this: How 
People: “Believe on the Lord : oe 


did this man get his family saved? 
Here is a man who had never | 
heard the gospel until midnight’ 


Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” 

What about my household? Can 
my household be saved the same 
way? Just the same way. All 
right, let everybody here answer 
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' | God, He came to bring life, and 
verses in the Bible say the SaMe€ | «today if ve will hear his voice 
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The Saviour's Touch 


(Continued from Page 1) 


heard even when we were dead, 
and it brought us to life, and to- 
day we can rejoice that we have 
rd in Christ. , Those hands were broken on Cal- 
It is not very flattering to men| V@Ty when He hung there, a bleed- 
and women, to tell them that they| #8 Victim between earth and 
are spiritually dead, when most of | Heaven, giving His life for us, 
them feel that they are so thor-| and now those hands placed in 
oughly alive, but you remember | Plessing upon those who look to 
we read in the second chapter of | 1m give life—life to all who be- 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, lieve. 
verses 1 and 2: “You hath he The Touch of Cleansing 
quickened, who were dead in tres- Now, let us notice a second pic- 
passes and sins: Wherein in time 


For they were broken by a nail; 

But only they reach heaven at last 

Whom those frail, broken hands 
hold fast.” 


ture. It is in Matthew’s Gospel, 
past ye walked according to the) chapter 8. It illustrates the touch 
course of this world.” This young} of cleansing. We read in verses 
man could not walk. He was ut-| 1 ig 3: 


terly dead as to the body. But | “when he was come down from 
there are thousands all about us| ¢he mountain, great multitudes 
who are dead, and yet they are) followed him. And, behold, there 
walking about. They are dead to| came a leper and worshipped him, 
God; they have no thought of) saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
pleasing Him; they have never) ¢anst make me clean. And Jesus 
known the power of God in their) put forth his hand, apd touched 
lives. Some of them are very re-| him, saying, I will: be thou clean. 
ligious, but religion and salvation | And immediately his leprosy was 
are quite different. They do not) cleansed.” 
know Christ, and the Scripture It is not only true that men are 
says, “He that hath the Son hath! gead in sins and need life. It is 
life: and he that hath not the Son also true that ey are responsible 
of God hath not life.” But, thank | beings before God and have been 
| rendered utterly unclean by sin. 
| Leprosy is God’s awful picture of 
harden not your hearts” but “be-| sin — that terrible disease which 
lieve and your soul shall hive.” | may be working in the system for 
I like to think of the blessed] 4 long time before it is manifested 
Lord moving about among people |outwardly. A man is not a leper 
and, unseen, waiting for anyone because he has certain ugly sores 


anxious to know Him, anyone! somewhere upon his body. He 
ready to put forth His hand in leper. And a man is not a sinner 


grace, for the touch of His hand| simply because he does wrong, be- 
and the word of His voice give) cause he sins against God and his 
life. I ran across this verse in a/ fellow man. A man does wrong 
newspaper column, a strange place | things because he is a sinner. He 
to find something so precious: is constitutionally a sinner. And 
“The hands of Christ seem very) just as leprosy makes a man ut- 
frail, (Continued on Page 8.) 
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when he fell down and said, | where. there is a pool we could 
“What must I do to be saved?” | baptize in?” (I think they had to 
Then he brought out Paul and! have a pool!) 
So they took him out. About 
Then this man got his| this time the whole family was 
: 4 Sage Ph I imagine he said to his 
o you Know how he adid| wife, “Get these men some sup- 
it? First of all, when he heard _per. They haven’t had a bite to 
the gospel, he himself repented and | eat. We put them in jail and 
trusted Christ. Second, he said,| down in the dungeon.” By this 
“Paul, listen. I want to wash) time everybody in the family is 
Nae pit I am he sorry. I1| convinced that there surely must 
stood by there and helped them | be something to it. This old jail- 
— Spat helped pic Pees shirt | er goes at it with all his heart. His 
off. Now I want to bring some | wife was converted—if he had a 
warm water and wash the blood | wife—his children were convert- 
from your back, I am so sorry,| ed, the servants were converted, 
Paul. everybody in his house was con- 
I can imagine Paul just sat| verted, the Bible said. And Paul 
there, and as they washed off the | and Silas preached the Word te 


to him. 


blood, said, “Whee, go easy! That) aj) that were in his house. After 
sure is sore!” they were baptized, they all sat 
“I am so sorry, Paul. If I had| around the table in the early 


been in my right mind, I would 
not have done it for anything. I} 
was just an old blind sinner, and | 
I hated preachers. I am so sorry. | 
Wife, bring me some Unguentine| yoy could get your family 
to put on Paul's back, or some! caved, too, if you will set out like 


Mercurochrome.” | that to pay your debts and apolo- 
So they got Paul fixed up. Then | gize where you had treated people 
the jailer said, “Silas, if you con't wrong, if you will forgive people 
minds I want to fix your back.” and ask them to forgive you, if 
“Well, it is awfully sore,” Silas | yoy will clean house, get baptized, 
said. ; go to work for God and make 
; He washed it off good, and fixed things right with preachers and 
it up. This jailer’s boys, if he! others. You could convince your 
had grown boys, said, “Listen, the family too. Too many of you had 
old man sure must mean business. just as well take down your sign. 
Did you see how he takes this? You do not mean business about 
Then the jailer says, “Paul, lis- serving God. So you go on, with 
ten, are you pretty tired?” your children unconverted and 
“Well, I: don’t know. I feel your loved ones unconverted. The 
pretty good. What do you want: same night he was saved this jail- 
“I would love to get baptized.” | . sot his whole family converted. 
I imagine Paul said, “Wouldn't Don’t you wish you could do that? 
it be all right to wait until day- Vou con. Ani I hope you will do 
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The Saviour’s Touch 


(Continued from Page 7.) 
terly unclean, so that he has to 
be put away from the company of 
his fellows, so sin makes a man 
so utterly unclean that he cannot 
have any place in the city of God, 
for “there shall in no wise enter 
into it anything that defileth.” 
One might cry, “How, then, can I 
ever enter that city? What. pos- 
sible hope is there for me?” 

“Tell me what to do to be pure 
In the sight of all-seeing eyes. 
Tell me, is there no thorough 

cure, 
No escape from the sins I 
despise? 
Will my Saviour only pass by, 
Only show how faulty I’ve been? 
Will He not attend to my cry? 
May I not this moment be 
clean?” 

Yes, there is cleansing for all in 
the precious blood of Christ. 
There is cleansing in the touch of 
His hand. The leper came fearful 
and yet hopeful, too, crying, “Lord, 
if thou wilt, thou canst make me 


clean.” And Jesus immediately 
replied, “I will; be thou clean,” 
and He touched him and the 
leprosy departed from him. If 


any other man had touched that 
leper, that man himself would 
have become unclean and would 
have had to go to the priest and 
present himself for cleansing. But 
when Jesus touched the leper, in- 
stead of being defiled by the un- 
cleanness of that poor, wretched 
man, His touch gave life and heal- 
ing and cleansing. Thank God, 
today He is still the healing Christ, 
the cleansing Christ. You who 
have been living away from Him 
—do you feel utterly unclean and 
unfit for God’s presence? Look 
up to the blessed Lord, then, as 
that leper did, and let your heart 
cry, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst 
make me clean”; and He will an- 
swer. He will say to you as He 
said to him, “I will; be thou 
clean,” for His touch is the touch 
of cleansing. 


The Touch of Assurance 


A third picture is found in the 
same Gospel, in the seventeenth 
chapter. The disciples were on the 
mountain with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They were in the presence 
of His glory. He was transfigured 
before them: 

“His face did shine as the sun, 
and his raiment was white as the 
light. And, behold, there appeared 
unto them Moses and Elias talk- 
ing with him. 

“Then answered Peter, and said 
unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us 
to be here: if thou wilt, let us 
make here three tabernacles; one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and 
one for Elias. While he yet spake, 
behold, a bright cloud over-shad- 
owed them: and behold a voice 
out of the cloiid, which said, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased; hear ye him. And 
when the disciples heard it, they 
fell on their face, and were sore 
afraid. And Jesus came and touch- 
ed them, and said, Arise, and be 
not afraid. And when they had 
lifted up their eyes, they saw no 
man, save Jesus only” (vs. 2-8). 

This was one time while our 
blessed Lord was here on earth 
that the glorious deity enshrined 
within His humanity shone out 
through His very body, and He 
became radiant before His dis- 
ciples. As they saw Him there 
with Moses and Elias, they were 
thrilled. They did not know what 
to do. It was such a remarkable 
thing! And Peter, who was al- 
ways blundering, always anxious 
to do something and so often do- 
ing the wrong thing, always anxi- 
ous to say something and so fre- 
quently saying the things he 
should not say—Peter looked up 
and said, “Lord, let us build three 
tabernacles here; one for thee, 
and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias.” It was as though he would 
put the representative of the law 
and the representative of the pro- 
phets on a level with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. God the Father 
would not have that. A cloud shut 
out the two Old Testament men, 
and the voice of the Father was 
heard saying, “This is my be- 


loved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye him.” The dis- 
ciples were so stirred and they 
were so awed as they heard that 
voice coming from the cloud that 
they fell upon their faces in fear. 
They felt they were to close to 
God, I think, to be comfortable, 
and they were filled with dread; 
but Jesus put forth His hand and 
touched them and said, “Arise, 
and be not afraid.” And He lift- 
ed them up and they stood before 
Him in joy and confidence. 

How often we, too, are filled 
with fear as we contemplate the 
ways of God. There are so many 
things that we cannot understand. 
We sometimes look forward to 
the future with dread, or the pres- 
ent hour is filled with fear; but 
the Lord Jesus is here with every 
one of His own—here to put forth 
His hand, to say, “Be not afraid.” 
It is the touch of assurance. Are 
you trembling in fear? Perhaps 
circumstances have come _ into 
your lives that seem literally to 
overwhelm you. How many 
breaking hearts there are! How 
many homes broken by death! 
How many others have answered 
the call to the colors, and parents 
and dear ones are asking, “Will 
they ever come back?” and their 
hearts are filled with fear. If 
you only know the Lord Jesus 
Christ, you have One with you 
who can make up for everything 
else, and He reaches forth and 
puts His hand on your troubled 
head and says, “Fear not; be not 
afraid.” Trust Him. No matter 
how dark the clouds may be 
above, be assured of this: “All 
things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his 
purpose.” 


The Hluminating Touch 

But now a fourth picture, and 
this one in the ninth chapter of 
Matthew’s Gospel. This is the ac- 
tual scene that was before the 
mind of the hymn writer, though 
he used it as given in another 
Gospel, when he wrote the hymn, 
“Jesus of Nazareth Passeth By.” 
We read in verses 27 through 30: 

“And when. Jesus. departed 
thence, two blind men followed 
him, crying, and saying, Thou son 
of David, have mercy on us. And 
when he was come into the house, 
the blind men came to him: and 
Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye 
that I am able to do this? They 
said unto him, Yea, Lord. Then 
touched he their eyes, saying, Ac- 
cording to your faith be it unto 
you. And their eyes were opened; 
and Jesus straitly charged them, 
saying, See that no man know it.” 

Another thing that sin does for 
us: it blinds our eyes. You know 
our eyes are really in our hearts 
when it comes to spiritual things. 
We read of the unsaved that their 
hearts are blinded and their un- 
derstanding is darkened. They 
cannot see; they cannot under- 
stand. But Jesus comes to open 
blind eyes, and how many thére 
are who could testify that when 
they were blind, blind to the 
things of God, blind to the things 
of eternity, they met with Him! 
They heard that Jesus of Naza- 
reth was passing by, and they 
came to Him as these blind men 
came, crying, “Lord, that we 
might receive our sight,” and He 
touched their eyes and they were 
able to see. Some of us remember 
when we had eyes for the things 
of the world but no eyes whatever 
for the things of God “till grace 
our blinded eyes received, Christ's 
loveliness to see.” Have you 
known the touch of the Saviour’s 
hand upon your eyes, opening 
your eyes and giving you to see 
spiritual realities? 

The Corrective Touch 
A fifth picture is found in the 


Pas according te Luke, chap- 
ter 22, and this I think of as the 
corrective touch, for sometimes 
you know it is the hand of the 
Lord that has to put right some 
of the things that we put wrong. 
Jesus had risen from His knees 
in the garden of sorrow and had 
gone to find that His disciples 
were still sleeping. 

“And while he yet spake, be- 
hold a multitude, and he that was 
called Judas, one of the twelve, 
went before them, and drew near 
unto Jesus to kiss him. But Jesus 
said unto him, Judas, betrayest 
thou the Son of man with a kiss? 
When they which were about 
him saw what would follow, they 
said unto him, Lord, shall we 
smite with the sword? And one 
of them smote the servant of the 
high priest, and cut off his right 
ear. And Jesus answered and said, 
Suffer ye thus far. And he touch- 
ed his ear, and healed him” (vs. 
47-51). 

This man was one of His 
enemies, but the heart of the Lord 
Jesus went out to him in com- 
passion. Peter had made the same 
mistake that so many other serv- 
ants of Christ make. We want to 
help men, to bring blessing to 
them; we want them to hear the 
word of God, and yet we go about 
things in such a crude way. We 
cut off their ears and yet expect 
them to hear us. I cannot imagine 
Peter going to that man and ask- 
ing him if he had put his trust in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his Sav- 
ious. I think Malchus would look 
at him and say, “You come to 
talk to me about that! You, the 
man who cut off my ear!” 


We are often like that, and we 
hurt our own testimony. But our 
blessed, understanding Lord often 
corrects our failures; and so here 
you have the corrective touch. He 
reached forth His hand and touch- 
ed the ear of Malchus and healed 
him in a moment. What a won- 
derful thing it is to realize that, 
after all, the final word is not 
with the servants of Christ but 
with the Master of the servants. 
He so often overrules our fail- 
ures and our blunders and brings 
blessing out of that which other- 
wise would be a means of sorrow 
and disappointment. 


The Quieting Touch 


Our last picture is found in 
Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 8, 
verses 14 and 15: 

“And when Jesus was come 
into Peter’s house, he saw his 
wife’s mother laid, and sick of a 
fever. And he touched her hand, 
and the fever left her: and she 
arose, and ministered unto them,” 
I think of this as the quieting 
touch. You know the restlessness 
of fever. I can imagine Peter’s 
wife’s mother there, tossing about 
upon that couch, so troubled, so 
distressed, probably with a ter- 
rible ache in her head and her 
nerves all upset and the fever 
burning in her body. Jesus came, 
and they said, “Mother is sick. 
Will you go in and see her?” and 
Jesus went in, and there she lay 
— troubled, distressed, tossing 
about. Jesus touched her hand 
and the fever left her. 

Everything becomes quiet and 
restful when you feel the touch 
of His hand. Sometimes we Chris- 


tians are just like Peter’s wife's 
mother. We, too, become so fever- 
ish and so overwrought and so 
upset, and we get worried and 
anxious and perplexed, and in- 
stead of improving things, it only 
makes them worse. But when 


Jesus Himself comes, when you - 


feel the touch of His hand, then 
all the distressing circumstances 
seem to disappear. “He touched 
her hand and the fever left her.” 

Do you know this blessed Sav- 
ious? Do you know the one of 
the life-giving touch and _ the 
tcuch of cleansing and assurance 
and the illuminating touch and 
the corrective touch and the rest- 
ful, quieting touch? Do you know 
Him? He has said, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” If you have never come to 
Him before, won’t you turn to 
Him now? 

(From the book Divine Prior- 
ities, copyright by Fleming H. 
Revell Company, 158 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York 10, New York. 
Used by permission. This book of 
nine addresses by Dr. Ironside 
may be had for $1.25 from the 
publishers or from The Sword of 
the Lord, 214 W. Wesley, Whea- 
ton, Ill.). 
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